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Water Recycling Policy
Deadline: 10/26/07 by Noon

October 24, 2007

Chair Tam Doduc and Members of the Board _ c E i w E |
State Water Resources Control Board ' _

P.0. Box 100 . 0CT 25 2007
Sacramento, California 9581 2-0100

o SWRCB EXECUTIVE -
Subject: Comment Letter - proposcd Water Rceyeling Policy .

-
Dear Chair Doduc and Members of the Board:

On behalf of El Dorado Trrigation District (EID) and Parker Development Company (the
Developer of Serrano), we are pleased to offer the following comments regarding the
Water Recycling Policy (Policy). We applaud the State Water Board for its leadership in
undertaking this policy and offet our comments with the intention of assisting the Board
in achieving its goals to facilitate recycled water use and improve consistency in the
permitting process. We hope the Board will revise the Policy in accordance with our
coraments and recommendations.

As background, EID has a long history in recycled water, dating back more than three
decades. The District’s clected Board of Directors recognized the beneficial use of
reeycled watcr as a means t0 CONSCrVe resources and stretch the overall waler supply
through the production of properly treated recyeled water for use in landscape irrigation,
Our current program provides recycled water to irrigate both front and bhackyard
landscapes to over 3500 residences and on several hundred commecreial landscapes. Its
impetus was a partnership in the 1990"s with the developers of the Serrano villages in
western El Dorado County.

To support water recycling as a sensible policy, EID’s Board requires that where

economically and physically feasible, we will continue to provide new'aevelopments ~
with recycled watcr for landseapc irrigation purposes. We anticipate that our program '
will continue to grow with an additional 3,600 residential recycled water connections

over the next decade. In order Lo mheet this future recycl ed water demand, we are

assessing potential sitcs for scasonal storage impoundment of recycled waler to more

fully maximize our capacity to generate and ‘use this product yecar round. We hope to have

our seasonal storage facility constructed and operational by 2012.

John P Frascr - Division 2 George A Wheeldon ;Di.\-';sion 'i s Harry J. Norris - Divisiaﬁ 3
2890 Mosquito Road, Placerville, California 95667 « {530) 622-4513
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Recycled Wateris a Valuable_Rcsource :

California has the potential 1o recycle up to 1.5 million acre fect of watcr annually by the
year 2030. This would free up potable water supplies to meet the water demand
associated with projected population growth, The Legislature has established a goal of
" recycling one million acre feet by 2010. In addition, it has declared that the people of the
State have a “primary intcrest” in the development of recycled water facilities, and that
the State should *take all possible steps™ to encourage the development of such facilities
in order to meet the State”s water needs. '

Unnecessary regulatory requirements will discourage existing recycled water produccrs

{o continue with and expand their programs, and this will result in increased discharges of
wastewater effluent to the waters of the state, Water recycling provides both water
quality benefits by rcducing discharge to surface waters and water supply benefits by
reducing demand for limited fresh water resources. Also, when appropriately managed,
recycled water is safe. (Water Code section 13529(f).) in ordcr to achicve the State’s
water reeycling goals and realize these benefits, it is imperative that the Statc. Water
Board consistently vicw water recycling as a valuable resource rather than a waste
discharge. : — T '

Incidental Runoff for Lrrigation Projccﬁ

The staff report states that the State Water Board does not intend to address incidental

runoff in this Policy. At a minimum, therefore, the existing language in Operating
Paragraph 7(¢) should be deleted. Regardiess, E1D strongly encourages that any update

of the State’s Recycled Water Policy must address reasonable regulation of incidental -
runoff of rceycled water, to the maximum extent possible within cxisting regulatory
schemes. ' ' :

At its most fundamental level, water recycling results in the reduction of discharges to
waters of the State, which is the overarching goal of the Clean Water Act. A rcasonable
regulatory scheme for irrigation tunoff is absolutely necessary if the Statc Waitcr Board
wishes to encourage reduction of discharges to surface waters. Impractical requirements
for control of “all molecules™ of recycled water make it simply impossible to contain
cvery drop of recycled water for pond storage and irrigation projects. This impediment to
recycled water usc has frustrated agencies and users that a specific Recycled Water Task
Force Recommendation was formed to address to the issue.

Task Force Recommendation 4.2: Investigate within the current Tegal framework,
alternative approaches to achieve more consisten! and less burdensome
regulatory mechanisms affecting incidental runoff of recycled water from use
sites. : : '




